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NEXT MONTH: December is our ho, ho,
holiday issue filled with programs and
articles to make your season bright, in-
cluding Christmas carols, Christmas
graphics, Christmas and Hanuka cards,
and much more.

We'll also announce the winners of our
Second Annual RAINBOW Adventure
Contest and include one or two of the
fines! entries.

As always, there will be a mix of arti-
cles, departments and product reviews
just for CoCo — more information than is
available anywhere! Happy Holidays!
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~ A re you the SYSOP of a Rain-
Board? Have you called a

RainBoard yet? Do you know
what a RainBoard is? Last November’s
issue of THE RAINBOW was also a data
communications issue, and | was pleased
to present a set of programs to enable
you to run your own bulletin board sys-
tem. The RainBoard provides not only
the usual functions such as message
exchange, text files to read, and pro-
grams to download; it also, in keeping
with its name, provides color graphics
and begins each session with a picture of
a rainbow ending in a pot of gold with
the message, "WELCOME TO THE
RAINBOARD, WITH A RAINBOW
OF COLOR AND A POT OF GOLD
IN GOOD TIMES!™ Also included in
that same issue was Dan Downard’s
machine language program that inter-
faced my BASIC programs to the CoCo's
RS-232 port.

Almost as an afterthought, I placed at
the end of the article an offer of a disk
with all of the programs and files needed
to run your own RainBoard. The price
of $20 was what 1 figured would take
care of the nuisance and expense of

printing a cover letter, copying the
RainBoard disk. and mailing it. In addi-
tion to the hundreds of copies of RAIN-
BOW ON TAPE that were sold for that
issue, | have now sent out over 80 copies
of the RainBoard disk, and the orders
continue to come in. | have also been
besieged by telephone calls from all over
the United States and Canada from
folks who have typed in the programs
and either had problems or just want to
chat about running a bulletin board.
Evidently BBSing is one of the hottest
new uses for personal computers.

In addition to the RainBoards scat-
tered all over the United States, includ-
ing one in Hawaii being SYSOPed by a
retired longshoreman, the most colorful
BBS in the world has now gone interna-
tional. Somewhere in the Pacific,a U.S.
Navy ship’s computer users are com-
municating colorfully. Known Rain-
Boards are in Canada and Australia,
and not only in English-speaking coun-
tries. In August, | received a disk from
Dr. Joao Araujo. Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
containing a Portuguese version. They
have a 200-member CoCo club and
have translated the software (the text
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(Lane Lester is professor of biology at
Liberty Baptist College and holds the
M.S. in ecology and the Ph.D. in
genetics.)

portions — the programs are still in
BASIC) for a BBS to support their club.
I think one of the major attractions of
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the RainBoard was that it provided a
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